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Coming back now to the British Colonial Empire, it is
plain from all we have seen in surveying., however super-
ficially, its history, administration, problems and resources,
that there is a great task before the British people, or rather
the British peoples, and equally that there is a great future
before the peoples of the Colonial Empire, That task can
only be accomplished and that destiny assured if the British
and Colonial peoples work together in friendly co-operation
for the common end. The basis of goodwill and mutual
respect is fortunately already there. In spite of many short-
comings and mistakes, our Colonial peoples on the whok
have been content to accept our rule and their status as
British subjects and, until they can take over their own
affairs, have no desire to change their allegiance. Even
then, they would probably prefer to remain in the British
Commonwealth of free peoples if it should still exist in that
form. There is a story told that, at the time of the Moroccan
crisis in 1908, when Cambon, then French ambassador to
Berlin, was instructed' by his Government to protest 10
Prince von Biilow, the German Chancellor, the latter said
to him, "My dear Ambassador, why all this fuss about
Morocco? Let us be frank. You know very well that if we
both were condemned to spend the rest of our lives in a
Colony, you wouldn't live in a German one, and I certainly
shouldn't live in a French one. We would both choose an
English one!"
That story may be apocryphal, but if the impartial reader
would wish to learn something beyond this introductory
account of what life in the British Colonies is like, of its
difficulties and drawbacks and equally of its compensations,
of human imperfections and human greatness, and of how
Britain's Colonial task is being accomplished without con-
cealment or mitigation of faults, yet not without evidence
of good qualities, he may be recommended, short of going